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5 STEPS TO UNIVERSITY SUCCESS
Walk the streets of a historic university city as you follow your dreams to a top university course and a successful career.
Upon successful completion of A levels or our University Foundation Programme, Bell guarantees your place at a UK university
and our team of experienced, highly-qualified professionals will teach and support you every step of the way.

LIVE YOUR BELL STORY
ACHIEVE YOUR GOALS

UNIVERSITY
CONNECTIONS

IMPARTIAL
ADVICE

OUTSTANDING
TEACHING

A PATHWAY
TO SUIT YOU

A TASTE OF
UNIVERSITY LIFE

Bell courses are
highly-regarded by UK
universities: we have
30 partner universities
and great relationships
with other universities
across the UK.

Students receive
specialist impartial
advice from our own
university counselling
manager, who has
worked for Bell for
nearly 10 years.

Each year, we organise
visits, talks from
guest speakers and
a university fair.

We help students gain
offers from the best
courses for their
chosen career.

Bell tutors have years
of experience and top
qualifications in their
subjects. Many are
Oxbridge graduates,
including our law tutor,
and qualified barrister,
Robert Mathews,
and our politics tutor,
Peter Holmes, who is
also a published author.

We have a pathway for
every student. Choose
A-levels or a University
Foundation pathway
to help you achieve
a place on an
undergraduate degree
course, or prepare for
postgraduate study
with our Masters
Preparation Programme.

Studying with Bell in
the university city of
Cambridge will prepare
you for life and study
on your degree course.
Our small class sizes,
supportive staff and
campus-style school
will enable you to
develop confidence and
independence as an
international student.
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OUR UNIVERSITY PARTNERS

MUTTY DAD
LANCASTER UNIVERSITY

Lancaster University has worked
with Bell for over a decade,
and it’s one of our strongest
partnerships here in the UK.
Our relationship is based on
quality and trust; we work
closely with staff at Bell to
make sure we give students
the support they need as they
transition from study in
Cambridge to Lancaster.

Lancaster University

University of Brighton

University of Leeds*

University of Westminster

University of Kent

Kingston University London

University of Reading

Anglia Ruskin University

Aston University, Birmingham

Southampton Solent University

University of Leicester

St Mary’s University in London

Queen’s University Belfast*

Hult International Business School

University of Essex

Richmond University

Northumbria University

University College, Birmingham

Bournemouth University

Ravensbourne

University of Winchester

Arts University Bournemouth

Oxford Brookes University

Liverpool Hope University

Middlesex University, London

Falmouth University

University of Hertfordshire

University of Roehampton

University of Northampton

University of Sunderland

OTHER UNIVERSITY DESTINATIONS

#mybellstory

OUR PARTNER UNIVERSITIES

On successful completion of A Levels or the Bell University Foundation Programme, we guarantee you
will be offered a place on an undergraduate degree course at university in the UK.
In addition to our partner universities, students who have
completed the Bell University Foundation Programme have also
progressed to degree courses at other UK universities including:
University of St Andrews

The University of Edinburgh*

Durham University*

The University of Nottingham*

University of Warwick*

King’s College London*

Loughborough University

The University of Manchester*

University of Bath

Newcastle University*

University of Surrey

University of Sheffield*

University of Exeter*

University of Dundee

University of East Anglia

Royal Holloway, Univ. of London

University of Southampton*

City, University of London

University of Sussex

SOAS, University of London

*Russell Group universities

bellenglish.com/university-pathways
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STUDENT SUCCESS

Cranfield School of Management

#mybellstory

#mybellstory

PEI YU

LUDOVICA

SHAUN

I want to apply for a
Masters course after my
undergraduate degree
and then return home to
start my career. There are
many good opportunities
for me in Asia due to my
UK qualifications.

I chose Bell as it offered
a guaranteed place at
university in the UK. A
foundation programme is
the best way to learn what
it’s like to study in English
and I’m pleased I’ve got
a place at a university
I really want to go to.

I chose Loughborough
as it’s a really good
university with good
infrastructure and great
sport development
technology; one of the
best universities in the
UK for my subject.

TAIWAN

PATHWAY: Law
GRADE: Distinction
DESTINATION:
BSc Business Management,
Royal Holloway,
University of London (right)
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ITALY

PATHWAY: Science
GRADE: Distinction
DESTINATION:
BSc Psychology,
University of Sussex

#mybellstory

LUXEMBOURG

#mybellstory

SITONG

PATHWAY: Business

CHINA

GRADE: Merit

The Masters Preparation Programme has been very
helpful; I’ve developed a lot of useful skills for future study
and now have confidence about my Masters degree.

DESTINATION: BA
Sports Management,
Loughborough
University

DESTINATION: MSc Strategic Marketing, Cranfield University

bellenglish.com/university-pathways
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STUDENTS’ TIPS

IMPARTIAL ADVICE
AND SUPPORT
Our university enrolment expert and the Bell pathways team will support you at every step,
helping you to find the best course and university for you.

EXPERT ADVICE

Follow the advice of the tutors,
they are the experts. I recommend
self-study too; I saw a big
improvement in my work from
working at home as well as in class.

You get out what you put in.
So always attend lectures, ask
questions and get involved.

Choose a university based
on lots of different things;
not just academic, but the
whole student experience.

MALEK, LIBYA
DESTINATION: BSc Accounting and Finance,
University of Winchester

CHRISTINA, AUSTRIA
DESTINATION: BA Media and Sociology,
University of Leicester

ANNABEL, NIGERIA
DESTINATION: LLB Law,
University of Nottingham

100% UNIVERSITY
PLACEMENT RECORD
IN 2017

84% OF 2016-2017 STUDENTS
RECEIVED AN OFFER FROM A
TOP 50 UK UNIVERSITY*

63% OF STUDENTS
PASSED WITH MERIT
OR DISTINCTION†

All students receive advice and individual
support from our higher education advisory
service. You will regularly meet with our
university counselling manager to discuss your
university options. We will advise you on the
application process, helping you to write a
personal statement and prepare for interviews.

UNIVERSITY VISITS
You will have weekly lectures from visiting
universities and the opportunity to meet
representatives from top UK universities at our
own higher education fair, held on campus.
Join Bell trips to universities such as Lancaster
or UEA, and ask our team to help arrange visits
to other universities across the UK.

SPECIALIST ADVICE FOR OXFORD
AND CAMBRIDGE
For A level students who aspire to go to Oxford,
Cambridge or to study medicine, dentistry or
veterinary medicine, we will advise you through
every stage of this distinct application process
and help you prepare for interviews.

SUPPORTIVE ENVIRONMENT
At Bell, we believe that to perform at your best
you need to study in a supportive, friendly
environment. Our student services team work
together to help you with anything you need
during your stay, including accommodation,
opening a bank account, sending post, money
transfers and guidance on the local area.

#mybellstory

SARAH PETTIT
UNIVERSITY COUNSELLING
MANAGER

One of the most important
aspects of my role is to help
students find the right university
for them so they can reach their
potential. I pride myself on the
independent, impartial advice
service that we offer at Bell.
bellenglish.com/university-pathways
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OUTSTANDING TEACHING
At Bell you’ll benefit from over 60 years of educational experience. Our pathways tutors are experts in their fields and our unique teaching
approach – The Bell Way – has been developed alongside an Emeritus Professor from the University of Cambridge. The six principles below
are our commitment to your success; they will make you a better learner, build your confidence and ensure you achieve your learning goals.

AISTIS ATMINAS PETER HOLMES
MATHS TUTOR

POLITICS TUTOR

QUALIFICATIONS:
MMath from the University of
Cambridge and a PhD from
the University of Warwick.

QUALIFICATIONS:
BA Modern History from
the University of Oxford

Aistis also teaches
Mathematics at LSE
and has previously
taught at Nottingham Trent
University.

Peter is the author of An
Introduction to British Politics
and has taught
at Bell for 14 years.

DEBORAH
HAMER
BUSINESS TUTOR

QUALIFICATIONS:
BA Business and Languages
(University of Central
Lancashire), MBA (University
of Bedfordshire), CELTA,
and Postgraduate Diploma in
Marketing from the Chartered
Institute of Marketing.

ROBERT
MATHEWS
LAW TUTOR

QUALIFICATIONS:
BA History from University
of Oxford (Brasenose College)
and a CELTA
Robert is also a qualified
barrister and has taught law
at Bell for 14 years.

WE WANT
YOU TO BE
THE BEST
YOU CAN BE
Our teachers will
always give you their
best and we expect
the same from you.
We challenge you to
exceed your goals,
not just achieve them.
Our students have
progressed to 16 of
the top 20 universities
in the UK.
HIGH
EXPECTATIONS
PRINCIPLE

WE WILL
SHOW YOU
A CLEAR
PATH TO
YOUR GOALS
In every lesson, you
will know exactly what
your aims are, how
to achieve them and
what to do next. You
will receive expert
guidance on your
university application
to ensure you receive
the offers you want.
CLARITY OF
LEARNING
PRINCIPLE

WE WILL
ADAPT YOUR
LEARNING
TO SUIT YOU

WE WILL
HELP YOU
TO LEARN
EVERYWHERE

From a choice of
pathways to personal
study plans and advice
from our university
counselling manager,
we will work with you
to help you achieve
your learning goals
and prepare for the
right degree for your
future career.

We’ll show you how
to achieve your goals
faster by including
learning in every
part of your day.
Guest speakers and
university visits will
help you make your
university choice.

UNIQUE
INDIVIDUAL
PRINCIPLE

LEARNING
EVERYWHERE
PRINCIPLE

WE WILL
GIVE YOU
REGULAR
FEEDBACK
TO MAKE
YOU A BETTER
LEARNER
We will give you
feedback every step
of the way, including
weekly tutorials,
written progress and
support to become an
independent learner.
ASSESSMENT
AS LEARNING
PRINCIPLE

WE WILL
ADAPT YOUR
LEARNING
TO SUIT YOU
At Bell, we are
passionate about
education and never
stop learning or
striving to be the best.
Bell’s 2015 report from
the Independent
Schools Inspectorate
praised our ‘culture
of continuous
improvement’.
ORGANISATIONAL
LEARNING
PRINCIPLE

bellenglish.com/university-pathways
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A LEVELS
THIS COURSE IS FOR
Committed, higher-level students,
who want to progress to the very top
universities and careers

l	

Students who want to study their
chosen subjects in English and gain
a place at university in the UK

COURSE OUTCOMES

COURSE SUMMARY

Upon completion of Bell’s A level course,
you will:

LOCATION

l

l	

Students who want to study their
subjects over two years and gain
A levels, which are recognised
qualifications across the world

l	

l

Cambridge

MINIMUM AGE

16

Progress to a great university and
undergraduate degree course in your
chosen field.

MAXIMUM CLASS SIZE

10

Have reached at least 6.5 IELTS grade
required by good universities.

COURSE LENGTH

Study at a high academic level of
English and gain access to universities
in the UK and throughout the world.

START DATE

Be a more independent learner,
with the skills necessary for success
at university.

IELTS 5.5 with no lower than 5.0
in any one element (UKVI IELTS required)

l	

l	

12 bellenglish.com/university-pathways

COURSE DESCRIPTION

WEEKLY HOURS

		

26 hours 40 minutes

2 year course (35 weeks per year, over 3 terms)
17 September 2018

A levels are the most common route of entry to university in the UK. You will study three subjects in depth during a two year course.

A LEVEL SUBJECTS
BUSINESS STUDIES
ECONOMICS
SOCIOLOGY
PSYCHOLOGY

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS

MATHEMATICS
PHYSICS

Equivalent of 5 GCSE Grade C’s
in relevant subjects

BIOLOGY

Interview required

CHEMISTRY

SUBJECT MODULES
Studying three subjects from a choice of
eight (left), you will learn how to analyse
information, think creatively, solve
problems and work with other people.
The course will give you a high academic
level in English and a qualification that
will gain you access to university in the UK
and throughout the world.

MEASURING SUCCESS
You will take formal external subject
exams set by government approved
examination boards such as Edexcel and
AQA at the end of the two-year course.
A level results are published nationally
in August each year and you will obtain
a grade ranging from A* (pronounced
A-star) down to E.

ACADEMIC SKILLS MODULE
These sessions will develop the academic
skills you’ll need while studying for your
degree, such as essay writing, critical
thinking and research. You’ll also receive
IELTS preparation so you can boost your
score for your university application.

EXPERT GUIDANCE AND SUPPORT
You’ll receive personal, impartial advice
on applying to university, as well as expert
support if you are applying to specialist
courses such as medicine or dentistry.

bellenglish.com/university-pathways
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UNIVERSITY FOUNDATION PROGRAMME
THIS COURSE IS FOR
Students who want to progress to a UK
university and have the equivalent of
12 years of education in their own
country (usually students will have
completed high school).

l	

COURSE OUTCOMES

COURSE SUMMARY

Upon successful completion of Bell’s
University Foundation Programme,
you will:

MINIMUM AGE

17

MAXIMUM CLASS SIZE

12

Be able to progress to an
undergraduate degree course in your
chosen field of study at a UK university
or a university in another country where
education is delivered in English.

l	

Students who wish to prepare for
study at an English-medium university
in their own country.

l	

Students who want a rigorous
academic course and to study
subject content in English.

l	

l

l

l

14 bellenglish.com/university-pathways

Have a Bell Foundation Programme
Certificate highlighting your attainment,
which is recognised by UK universities.
Have achieved an IELTS grade to 		
gain entry to a UK or English-medium
university.
Be a more independent learner
and have the study skills to succeed
at university.

COURSE DESCRIPTION
Choose the subject pathway that suits you and gain a guaranteed place at university on successful completion of this programme.
JUNE

WEEKLY HOURS

Extended
Academic year
Fast-track

21
21
25.5

SEPT

JAN

APR

JUNE

EXTENDED (4 TERMS)
ACADEMIC YEAR (3 TERMS)
FAST-TRACK (2 TERMS)

START DATES

Extended
Academic year
Fast-track
		

18 June 2018
24 September 2018
02 January 2018
07 January 2019

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS

BUSINESS FOUNDATION

Prepare for a business or economics degree

SCIENCE FOUNDATION

Prepare for a degree in the sciences or engineering

MINIMUM LANGUAGE LEVEL

Extended

Intermediate B1/IELTS 4.0

Academic year
		

Intermediate B1/
IELTS 4.5 in all four areas of the exam

Fast-track
		

Upper Intermediate B2/IELTS 5.5
Interview required

HUMANITIES FOUNDATION

Prepare for a degree in the social sciences or media

LAW FOUNDATION

Prepare for a degree in law

THREE ROUTES TO SUCCESS
We offer three start date options, tailored
to different needs and language levels.
Choose our four-term extended course
to improve your language skills before
starting to study subjects in English.
Our fast-track programme (business
pathway only) is ideal for students with
a higher level of English, studying in a
country with an academic year that ends
after the September course starts.
SUBJECT MODULES
You will study three subject modules
within your chosen foundation pathway.
Each module will develop your subject
vocabulary and academic skills and give
you a foundation for further study.

ACADEMIC SKILLS
Practise the skills you will need for
university, such as critical thinking and
research. You will also receive intensive
preparation for the IELTS examination.
LEARNING SUPPORT
A programme of lectures, tutorials,
supported self-study and university advice.
MEASURING SUCCESS
You will be assessed through coursework
and examinations designed to ensure that
you achieve the learning outcomes set for
each module. Assessments are moderated
by academic staff at the University of Essex.
bellenglish.com/university-pathways

15

MASTERS PREPARATION PROGRAMME
THIS COURSE IS FOR

COURSE OUTCOMES

COURSE SUMMARY

Students who have graduated from
university and want to study a
postgraduate course in the UK.
l	
Students who want to improve
their academic English, study skills,
and IELTS or GMAT score.

Upon completion of Bell’s Masters
Preparation Programme, you will be able to:

LOCATION

l

●●

●●

●●

●●

●●

●●

●●
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 nderstand and effectively use academic
U
language and subject-specific vocabulary.
Follow a lecture at postgraduate level
and write effective notes.

COURSE DESCRIPTION
Cambridge

MINIMUM AGE

21

WEEKLY HOURS

21
12

MAXIMUM CLASS SIZE
COURSE LENGTH

12, 24 or 36 weeks

Understand the format of academic
seminars and use appropriate language.

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS

Critically evaluate academic texts and
write informatively about them.

02 January 2018

Upper Intermediate B2/ IELTS 5.5

09 April 2018

Upper Intermediate B2/IELTS 6.0

24 September 2018

Upper Intermediate B2/IELTS 5.0

07 January 2019

Upper Intermediate B2/IELTS 5.5

15 April 2019

Upper Intermediate B2/IELTS 6.0

23 September 2019

Upper Intermediate B2/IELTS 5.0

Write well-organised, clear and
persuasive essays.
Conduct effective research using a
variety of information sources and write
clearly about the results.
Gain a higher IELTS or GMAT score. 

START DATES

MINIMUM LANGUAGE LEVEL

This course will prepare you for every aspect of postgraduate study at a UK university.
ACADEMIC LANGUAGE DEVELOPMENT
This module focuses on academic reading,
writing and listening, covering topics including
developing an argument, referencing
information sources, evaluating information
and making notes.

EXAM PREPARATION
You will receive intensive exam preparation
and will develop the language skills and exam
techniques to achieve improved test scores in
the IELTS or GMAT examinations, which you
will sit at the end of the course.

STUDY SKILLS
Practise the skills you will need for
postgraduate study, becoming familiar with
academic approaches that may be different
to those you have experienced before.
Topics include critical thinking, reporting on
research and delivering presentations. You
will also benefit from a range of academic
lectures and go on subject-related field trips.

LEARNING SUPPORT
Gain practical support in areas such as IT
and receive personalised help and advice
as you prepare your university application.
MEASURING SUCCESS
Your progress will be measured through
regular assignments and termly tutor reports.
You will also take an IELTS or GMAT exam.

#mybellstory

AURELE
BELGIUM

The teachers at Bell are
extremely friendly and are
always there for you. I really
appreciate the support
I received and as a result of
my lessons here I successfully
applied to the prestigious
University of St Andrews.
bellenglish.com/university-pathways
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Bell Cambridge

BELL CAMBRIDGE

Science lab

STUDY IN A WORLD-CLASS UNIVERSITY CITY

Cambridge is an historic and cosmopolitan university city, famous for its academic
excellence. The Bell campus is set in beautiful grounds, within easy reach of the city centre.
It has impressive study, social and leisure facilities, and offers a large contemporary learning
centre, student games room and indoor and outdoor dining facilities. Students can choose
to stay in residential accommodation or in a homestay with a local family.
Residential accommodation

PRINCIPAL, BELL CAMBRIDGE

FACILITIES
	
30 contemporary air-conditioned
classrooms with interactive whiteboards
Free wireless internet
Large learning centre
Two computer rooms
King’s College,
University of Cambridge

18 bellenglish.com/university-pathways

FRANK PINNER

Higher Education advisory service
Free scanning, printing and copying
Disabled access/facilities
Islamic prayer room

Science lab

Games room with table tennis,
computer games, pool table and TV

Dining room and outside eating area

On-site sports facilities

It’s truly inspiring to see our
students develop so much in such
a short time, both academically
and as independent adults.
I’m delighted at how many students
come back to Bell to tell us how well
their pathways course prepared
them for university and to be
reunited with the staff who helped
them get where they wanted to be.
bellenglish.com/university-pathways
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For applications or enquiries please contact:
tel: 0044 1223 275538
email: pathways@bellenglish.com
bellenglish.com/UniversityFoundation

Your guarantee of quality for Bell’s Foundation courses in the UK

60
OVER

YEARS

OF TEACHING
EXPERTISE

